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ENVIS Resource Partner on Forest Genetic Resources and Tree Improvement at the 

Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding (IFGTB), Coimbatore marked the 

International Day of Forests 2020 digitally by hosting the event on Facebook live on the 

theme “Forests and Biodiversity”, prescribed by the United Nations.  The rationale was to 

avoid a public gathering in the wake of the novel coronavirus outbreak in the country.  

The programme began with an invocation on Nature in Sanskrit composed by Dr Kannan 

CS Warrier, Scientist F and Coordinator ENVIS in diverse ragas in Carnatic music as an 

analogy to biodiversity. During his welcome speech, Dr Kannan CS Warrier highlighted the 

importance of observing International Day of Forests as an important platform for 

dissemination of information on how forests can be conserved and utilized sustainably. 

Assessment of biodiversity in forests is important since it provides an indicator to represent 

the state of conservation of forest ecosystems and it can help to evaluate and monitor the 

sustainability of the biological resources, he added.  Speaking on the richness of 

biodiversity in the forests of various states, he explained that states of Karnataka, Tamil 

Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Odisha, Arunachal Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir are 

among the leading states of India in terms of tree / plant diversity. Dr S Murugesan, Director, 

IFGTB in his special address explained the importance of forests and their role in balancing 

the ecosystem. He described that forests are the key source of many products and 

services, both tangible and intangible. He also explained about the underlying physical and 

biological forces that shape and change the forest ecosystem. Phytochemical diversity is a 

key component of functional diversity in forests, he added. An awareness poster 

highlighting the theme “Forests and Biodiversity” was released during the occasion. 

Softcopies of the poster and handouts were transmitted electronically to all the employees 

of IFGTB and various other organizations.  Hard copies will be distributed to school children 

and college students after reopening. Dr S. Vigneswaran, Programme Officer ENVIS 

proposed the vote of thanks. The event can be accessed at 

https://www.facebook.com/ifgtbenvisrp/videos/2466329100362513/. 
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